Marshals were assigned the task of creating a "special
operations group" to provide, within the Department of
Justice, a group capable of responding rapidly to emer-
gency situations. This force, now numbering 114 men,
consists of two groups, divided into four squads for each
group, and a support unit. .The present force, with a
strength of eight squads, is located across the Nation. It
can respond with full and self-supporting communica-
tions, medical, and tactical equipment. Tests have shown
that the force has a nationwide response time of 6 hours to
metropolitan areas with adequate transportation facilities,
The special operations group has been deployed to pro-
tect Federal property at these locations; the District of
Columbia, during the 1971 May Day demonstrations;
Minneapolis, Minn., to remove a group of persons illegally
occupying Federal property, also in May 1971; Alcatraz
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Island, Calif., in June 1971; Birmingham, Ala., in Sep-
tember 1971; Dan'bury, Conn., in October 1971; and
Tocks Island, Pa., in August 1971.

Community Relations Service

The Community Relations Service (CRS), Department
of Justice, plays an important role in both the prevention
and control of civil disorders. Under title X of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, CRS is charged with helping com-
munities solve differences stemming from discriminatory
practices based on "race, color, or national origin,"

Operating in Held offices in 32 cities, CRS representa-
tives in areas experiencing upheaval attempt to bring
parties together on a basis of understanding that may
serve to prevent civil disorder. CRS conciliation efforts
during disturbances include helping police departments
establish rumor control centers, acting as liaison between
demonstrating groups and the local authorities, and ad-
vising city officials on methods of resolving disputes.

Situations to which CRS conciliators responded in FY
1971 included a confrontation between Puerto Rican
youths and police in an eastern city; demonstrations by
Chicanes resulting in violence in a large western city; and
racial violence, including burning of business establish-
ments, in an eastern city.

During FY 1971, CRS staff responded to 671 requests
to help restore racial peace, expending a total of ,$52,833
in manpower and travel.

Department of Housing and
Urban Development

A program of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development provides companies with Federal reinsur-
ance against losses from riots or civil disorders, This in-
creases the availability of property insurance in
metropolitan areas which may be subjected to civil dis-
turbances and encourages the restoration of buildings fol-
lowing riot damage.

The reinsurance is provided for under title XI of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968.

Civil disorder for purposes of the Riot Reinsurance Pro-
gram is defined as; "(1) any pattern of unlawful inci-
dents taking place within close proximity as to time and
place and involving property damage intentionally caused
by persons apparently having civil disruption, civil dis-
obedience, or civil protest as a primary motivation, at
least two of which incidents result in property damage in
excess of $1,000 each; or (2) any occurrence of property
damage in excess of $2,000 caused by persons whose un-
lawful conduct in causing the occurrence clearly manifests
their primaiy purpose of civil disruption, civil disobedi-
ence, or civil protest.11

Riot insurance has been provided to insurers partici-
pating in a FAIR {Fair Access to Insurance Require-
ments) Plan, an insurance "pool" that makes property
insurance more widely available, since August 1968.

Department of Transportation

Police helicopters provided for purposes of traffic safety
have been used for overseeing riot areas, lighting areas,
and observing rooftops,

The helicopters have been funded by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Department of
Transportation, which has found that police departments
cannot justify the cost of a helicopter for only one phase
of police work, such as traffic supervision. A multipurpose
program must be established to justify the cost, and that
program often includes riot work.

General Services Administration

The General Services Administration (GSA), charged
with maintaining and protecting three-quarters of a mil-
lion Federal employees in almost 10,000 buildings, has a
special program to prevent damage or disruption from
civil disorders.

GSA has developed specially trained and equipped mo-
bile cadres, with an authorized strength of 160 men, to be
available on immediate notice to cope with civil disorders.
The cadres are located in major cities around the Nation,
and are ready to assist the 4,744 Federal protective officers
and guards of GSA.

In addition, GSA contracted with the International
Association of Chiefs of Police to develop a prototype
course of instruction in subjects which included crowd
and riot control. Training academies teaching the course
were established in five cities to provide initial and re-
fresher training.
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